
 
         May 21, 2019 
 
Dear GTAP English Language Student, 
 
Congratulations on your decision to take the GTAP Language class at Wylie High School next year!  This is a college-level class 
that requires your commitment and hard work.  You will have the opportunity to take the AP English Language exam in May of 
2020 that could potentially earn college credit for you. 
 
During this class next year, we will cover a broad range of materials associated with the reading, analysis, and writing expected 
in college freshman composition classes.  Through timed-writing practices, at least one research project, formal essays, practice 
AP tests, and class activities you will cultivate a mature use of effective writing and a college-level writing voice.  The AP 
Language and Composition course assumes that you already understand and use standard English grammar.  The intense 
concentration on language in this course should enhance your ability to use grammatical conventions with sophistication as 
well as to develop stylistic maturity in your prose. 
 
One of the most important characteristics of students who are successful in AP Language and Composition courses is mature 
literacy. As students progress from high school level work to college level work, they must develop the habits of reading a wide 
range of materials and thinking about these materials in a critical and analytical way.   
 
As part of our development of these habits, GTAP English Language students must prepare during the summer.  It is impossible 
to overstate the importance of reading to your success in GTAP English Language. Because the first few weeks of the school 
year are filled with many school activities, I strongly encourage you to read the book The Glass Castle over the summer and be 
prepared to discuss and write about the novel.  
 
You need to track your responses in a dialectical journal format and turn in a typed copy on the assigned date.  For guidelines 
for the dialectical journal, please refer to the bottom of this letter.   
 
I hope that you have a wonderful summer and that you recover from the rigors of your sophomore year and are ready to be a 
junior.  Please do not limit yourself to one book this summer:  read as many books as you can, fiction, or non-fiction.  Students 
who read widely are the ones who are most likely to do well in the class and on the test.  Bring your book with you on the first 
day of school and we can begin! 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Mrs. Tricia Waits 
Tricia.Waits@wylieisd.net  
 
 
 
AP Summer Reading  

1. As you read the book, record responses to your reading. You may want to hypothesize about the purpose, discuss the 
methods the author employs to achieve his or her purpose, respond to particular language the author uses, or ask 
questions.  Each response should be a well-developed paragraph. If you need an idea of what I mean by a well-
developed paragraph, I mean that you are stating a claim or asking a question of some sort and using specific examples 
from the text to support your claim or illustrate your question. Be sure you explain your assertions as you address the 
textual evidence.  The paragraph will probably be between 5-10 sentences long.  Be sure to include a page number and 
chapter number with each response page.  Your journal should be typed and double-spaced. We will discuss the due 
date at one of our first class meetings.   
 

2. IMPORTANT:  You need a minimum of 10 responses to your reading. Your responses should come from all parts of 
the book. In other words, not all of your responses should come from your reading of the first half of the memoir. This 
response log will be one of your first grades in GTAP, so it will make your life easier if you do it before school starts.    


